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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic 
invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

2. The species are as follows: 



Species 


Corresponding Drawing Figures 


1 


1-2 


2 


3 


3 


4 


4 


5 


5 


6 



3. Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single species to which the 
claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. The reply 
must also identify the claims readable on the elected species, including any claims 
subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are 
generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

4. Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

5. Applicant filed in the European Patent Office and that application published as 
WO 2004/1 10935 A1 on December 23, 2004. While the application is in German, an 
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English translation of the European examiner's search report appears on page 57 of the 
application and an excerpt is shown below. 

The current independent claims 1 and 26 are so nuclear (PCT Article 6) as to 
make a meaningful search impossible: due to the many ands and ors, it is 
difficult to determine me s ubject matter for which protection is sought 
The search was therefore directed to the parts of the claims that can be 
considered clear and concise, namely a method and apparatus for separate 
detection of split streams of household waste water, the desalination of a 
split stream and reuse thereof 

6. The European examiner's comments carry over to the English translation of 
claims 1 and 26. The claims appear below. 

Claim 1. Method for treatment and loop-processing of waste waters 

comprising the steps as follows: 

(a) separate collection of the partial streams grey water, or one or more of 
the partial streams thereof and black water or brown water and yellow 
water, and 

(b) desalination of a part or total parts of at least one of the separated 
collected partial streams of (a), and 

(c) reuse of the desalinated liquid phase of (b) to 

(c.i) collection of black water or brown water and/or yellow water in 

(a), or 
(c.ii) other uses, and 

(d) repetition of the steps (a) to (c) one or more times. 
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Claim 26. Device for treatment and loop-processing of waste waters 
comprising the means as follows: 

(a) a means for the separate collection of the partial streams black water 
or brown water and yellow water, and 

(b) a means for the desalination of a part or total parts of at least one of 
the separated collected partial streams of (a), and 

(c) a means for the use of the desalinated liquid phase of (b) to 

(c.i) collection of black water or brown water and/or yellow water in 
(a), or 

(c.ii) other uses, and (d) a means for the repetition of the steps (a) 
to (c) one or more times. 
7. The inventor and the attorney are in the best position to know what protection is 
being sought. In the meantime, this examiner will move the prosecution along such that 
the applicant can choose a species based on the figures and the attorney can amend 
the claims accordingly. The claims are deemed to correspond to the species listed 



above in the following manner. Claims 1 and 26 are generic. 



Species 


Corresponding Drawing 
Figures 


Claims 


1 


1-2 


2,3,4,12,13,14,15,19,20,21,25 
27,28,29,37,38,39,40,44,45,46,50 


2 


3 


5,6,16 
30,31,41 


3 


4 


7 

32 


4 


5 


8,9,10,18,24 
33,34,35,43,49 


5 


6 


11,17,22,23 
36,42,47,48 
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8. The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the species lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: As the European 
examiner did in the search report excerpt above, this examiner interpreted claims 1 and 
26 to be a method and apparatus for separate collection of split streams of household 
waste water, the desalination of a split stream and reuse thereof. Braun (U.S. Patent 
Pub. No. 2003/0070986 A1, Apr. 17, 2003) discloses this. Specifically, Braun discloses 
"the treatment and recycling of the separately collected waste water streams." Braun, 
U 2, lines 1-2. Braun claims: 

Claim 1. A process for utilizing waste waters, which comprises the following 

steps: 

(a) separate collection of gray water and/or black water; and 

(b) membrane filtration of the gray water separately collected in (a) and/or 
solids/liquid separation of the black water separately collected in (a). 

Claim 2. The process according to claim 1 for producing potable water from 
gray water or one or more of its partial streams, which comprises the following 
steps: 

(a) separate collection of gray water or one or more of its partial streams; and 

(b) membrane filtration of the gray water separately collected in (a) or one or 
more of its partial streams. 
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Claim 3. The process according to claim 2, wherein membrane filtration is 
carried out by reverse osmosis or fltrafiltration or microfiltration. 
Claim 4. The process according to claim 3, wherein ultrafiltration or 
microfiltration is followed by desalinization. 

Claim 28. The apparatus for carrying out the process according to any one of 
claims 2 to 13, said apparatus comprising a separator in which the process steps 
characterized in claims 2 to 13 are carried out. 

9. In summary, Braun discloses the special technical feature of the claimed 
invention; namely, a method and apparatus for separate collection of split streams of 
household waste water, the desalination of a split stream and reuse thereof. 

10. According to MPEP 812.01 on telephone restriction practice, "[N]o telephone 
communication need be made where the requirement for restriction is complex." Here 
there are five species from which to choose and this complexity led to a written 
restriction / election. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Denise R. Anderson whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3166. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 
from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. 
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12. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Walter D. Griffin can be reached on 571-272-1447. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

1 3. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

DRA 

/Walter D. Griffin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



